
February 17, 2021 

Dr. Jeff Bearden 
Superintendent 
Forsyth County Schools 
1120 Dahlonega Highway 
Cumming, GA 30040 

Dear Dr. Bearden, 

A number of Forsyth County constituents have brought to my attention their concern that Forsyth County 
Schools are open for in-person instruction, but the school district is not following basic health and safety 
guidance developed as issued by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), most notably 
wearing masks while attending school. While many of us at the state and federal levels are working 
hard  to expedite the distribution of the vaccine and to secure further resources for schools across Georgia, 
until we can get past this crisis, I strongly encourage Forsyth County Schools to follow the CDC 
guidelines for basic public health safety practices. These measures were developed to protect 
teachers, school support staff, children and their families while schools are open to in-person 
learning. 

Over the past month, Forsyth County has been in a high “red” transmission level, a level at which many 
school districts would actually have closed for in-person learning. Additionally, we are facing a far-more 
contagious variant of COVID-19, which public health officials believe is spreading rapidly through 
Georgia, making the observation of public health guidelines even more critical.  Nearly 14,000 Georgians 
have died of this disease and more than 795,000 have contracted it – a staggering toll on our community. 
Despite these numbers, Forsyth County is operating in-person learning without taking basic public safety 
measures. 

On February 12, the CDC issued updated guidelines for reopening schools safely.  Assuming that a 
school is operating in a community with moderate to low community transmission, schools are strongly 
encouraged to implement the following measures: 

1.  Universal and correct use of masks
2.  Physical distancing
3.  Handwashing and respiratory etiquette
4.  Cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities
5. Contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine, in collaboration with the health
department
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As a working mother, I am deeply sympathetic about the desire for in-person learning. As a member of 
Congress, I am working as hard as I can to support federal and state efforts to increase vaccination access 
as rapidly as possible. However, it is incumbent upon all of us to continue protecting our community by 
following public health guidelines. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Carolyn Bourdeaux 

Member of Congress 
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